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It's Better to Give than Receive
Therapy Dog International Certi cation Boosts Con dence.

Four years ago, when my husband Bobby and
I adopted our Greyhound, Sandy, she was a
little over two years old and quite fearful. |
couldn t have imagined at the time that this
spooky little girl would eventually stand qui-
etly and gaze lovingly into the eyes of a perfect
stranger while standing only inches away from
a big wheelchair that could easily squash her
tender toes.

At the time we
adopted Sandy we
seriously considered
moving out to the
country so she would
be safe from all the
frightening sights and
sounds of the busy
community where we
lived. She was terri ed
of everything from the
garbage truck to the
seemingly never-end-
ing volleyball game
down the street. She
was afraid of most
men and anyone car-
rying a ball, stick or

shing pole. With the assistance of our SEGA
adoption support team we were eventually
able to calm all of Sandy s fears and she has
become a true Greyhound ambassador. Now if
someone walks past us on the street with only
a polite nod, Sandy stops and looks back at
them as if to say, You neglected to admire my
great beauty and receive my blessing. What s
wrong with you!?

Sandy became so personable that several
people asked me if she wasa Therapy Dog.

I didn t know what that meant but it sounded
interesting. | started doing research on the

Sandy at work, greeting Alex DiCicco, a patient at
Children’s Hospital in Macon, Georgia.

Internet and talked about it with my friend,
Heather Coulombe, who adopted her Grey-
hound, Seka, from SEGA last year. Our dogs
have become playmates, and we decided to
pursue Pet Therapy together. Heather heard
about an upcoming pet fair that included a
Tester/Observer (T/O) from Therapy Dogs,
Inc. who would conduct preliminary per-
sonality testing on
dogs to assess their
suitability for Pet
Therapy work.

People are
surprised at how
friendly and calm
Sandy is and often
comment that they
thought Grey-
hounds were hyper
and high strung. |
think Sandy s calm
demeanor is the
rule rather than
the exception with
Greyhounds. | ve
never met a Grey-
hound I didn t think
would make a good therapy dog they fairly
exude love and acceptance. Sandy is so loving
and welcoming to strangers that she makes
friends wherever we go.

We arrived at the pet fair and were greeted
by a large number of dogs of all sizes and
breeds. Our girls behaved very politely even
when sniffed quite enthusiastically by a couple
of the dogs who appeared to be as big as
mountains. The test itself seemed to be tailor-
made for Greyhounds, requiring only what
seemed to us to be completely normal behav-
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